
 
Max Bruch (6 January 1838 – 2 October 1920) was a German Romantic composer, teacher, and conductor who wrote more 
than 200 works, including three violin concertos, the first of which has become a staple of the violin repertoire. Max Bruch 
was born in 1838 in Cologne to Wilhelmine (née Almenräder), a singer, and August Carl Friedrich Bruch, an attorney who 
became vice president of the Cologne police. Max had a sister, Mathilde ("Till"). He received his early musical training under 
the composer and pianist Ferdinand Hiller, to whom Robert Schumann dedicated his piano concerto in A minor. The 
Bohemian composer and piano virtuoso Ignaz Moscheles recognized the aptitude of Bruch. Bruch had a long career as a 
teacher, conductor, and composer, moving among musical posts in Germany: Mannheim (1862–1864), Koblenz (1865–
1867), Sondershausen (1867–1870), Berlin (1870–1872), and Bonn, where he spent 1873–78 working privately. At the height 
of his career, he spent three seasons as conductor of the Liverpool Philharmonic Society (1880–83). He taught composition 
at the Berlin Hochschule für Musik from 1890 until his retirement in 1910. His notable students included the German pianist, 
composer, and writer Clara Mathilda Faisst (1872–1948). Bruch married Clara Tuczek, a singer whom he had met on tour in 
Berlin on 3 January 1881. Clara belonged to a musical family; her sister was the composer Felicia Tuczek. The couple 
returned to Liverpool and took lodgings in the Sefton Park area. Their daughter, Margaretha, was born in Liverpool in 1882. 
Their son was named Max. Bruch died in his home in Berlin-Friedenau in 1920. He was buried, next to his wife (who had died 
on 26 August the previous year), at the Old St. Matthäus churchyard at Berlin-Schöneberg. Margaretha later had carved on 
the gravestone, "Music is the language of God". 
  
The Scottish Fantasy in E-flat major, Op. 46, is a composition for violin and orchestra by Max Bruch. Completed in 1880, it 
was dedicated to the virtuoso violinist Pablo de Sarasate. It is a four-movement fantasy on Scottish folk melodies. The first 
movement is built on "Through the Wood Laddie". This tune also appears at the end of the second and fourth movements. 
The second movement is built around "The Dusty Miller", the third on "I'm A' Doun for Lack O' Johnnie", and the fourth 
movement includes a sprightly arrangement of "Hey Tuttie Tatie", the tune in the patriotic anthem "Scots Wha Hae" (with 
lyrics by Robert Burns). Although Bruch visited Scotland for the first time only a year after the premiere of the work, he had 
access to a collection of Scottish music at Munich library in 1868. In paying homage to Scottish tradition, the work gives a 
prominent place to the harp in the instrumental accompaniment to the violin. The Scottish Fantasy is one of several 
signature pieces by Bruch that is still widely heard today, along with his first violin concerto and Kol Nidrei for cello and 
orchestra. Bruch composed the work in Berlin during the winter of 1879–1880. Despite the dedication to Sarasate, Joseph 
Joachim was involved in the fingering and bowing of the solo part. It was published by Simrock as Fantasie: für die Violine 
mit Orchester und Harfe unter freier Benutzung schottischer Volksmelodien, Op. 46. 
 
The opus consists of the following movements: 1. Introduction: Grave – Adagio cantabile, 2. Scherzo: Allegro, 3. Andante 
sostenuto, and 4. Finale: Allegro Guerriero. The work is scored for solo violin, 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 bassoons, 4 
horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones, tuba, timpani, bass drum, suspended cymbal (played with triangle beater), harp, and 
strings. Many famous violinists have recorded the work, including Jascha Heifetz (1947 and 1961), Michael Rabin (1957), 
David Oistrakh (1962), Kyung Wha Chung (1972), Arthur Grumiaux (1973), Salvatore Accardo (1977), Ruggiero Ricci (live, 
1980s), Cho-Liang Lin (1986), Itzhak Perlman (1986), Anne Akiko Meyers (1992), Vanessa-Mae (1996), Akiko Suwanai (1997), 
James Ehnes (2003), Rachel Barton Pine (2004), Aaron Rosand (2007), Nicola Benedetti (2014), Stefan Jackiw (2014), and 
Joshua Bell (2018). An excerpt, recomposed by Jay Chattaway, was played by the character Jean-Luc Picard in The Inner Light 
(Star Trek: The Next Generation). 
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