
 

Édouard-Victoire-Antoine Lalo (27 January 1823 – 22 April 1892) stands as a prominent figure in French music, celebrated for his 
contributions to both symphonic and operatic literature. Born in Lille, Lalo began his musical journey at the local conservatoire 
before furthering his studies at the Paris Conservatoire under François Antoine Habeneck. In Paris, he established himself as both 
a performer and educator, notably as a member of the Armingaud Quartet, where he played viola and later second violin. Despite 
a promising start, some of Lalo’s early symphonic works are now lost, but his contributions to chamber music and song laid the 
groundwork for his later achievements. Lalo's marriage to Julie Besnier de Maligny, a contralto from Brittany, marked a significant 
turning point in his career, prompting him to explore stage compositions. His most ambitious opera, Le Roi d'Ys, draws inspiration 
from Breton legend and is noted for its Wagnerian influence and originality. However, despite its innovative nature, the opera 
faced criticism and was not performed until 1888, when Lalo was 65 years old. Lalo's reputation is perhaps most enduringly tied to 
his Symphonie Espagnole, a five-movement violin concerto that remains a cornerstone of the violin repertoire. This work 
showcases his distinctive style, characterized by strong melodies, vibrant orchestration, and a seamless integration of French 
elegance with Germanic structural solidity.  
 
Lalo’s Cello Concerto in D minor also exemplifies his talent for blending rich melodic content with inventive orchestration. The 
Symphony in G minor, composed between 1881 and 1882, further demonstrates Lalo's orchestral skill. It consists of four 
movements—Allegro, Andante, Allegro Scherzando, and Allegro—each displaying a range of emotional and thematic contrasts. 
The symphony is particularly noted for its dramatic intensity and lush orchestration, traits that reflect Lalo's ability to craft 
compelling musical narratives. Lalo's contributions to music were recognized in 1873 when he was honored with membership in 
the Legion of Honour. Despite his significant output, he left several unfinished works, including the opera La Jacquerie, which was 
completed posthumously by Arthur Coquard. Lalo passed away in Paris in 1892 and was buried at Père Lachaise Cemetery. His 
legacy continued through his son Pierre, a noted music critic. Lalo’s music, marked by its melodious charm and vibrant 
orchestration, continues to be celebrated and performed, underscoring his enduring impact on the French musical tradition. 
 
Édouard Lalo's Symphony in G minor, composed between 1881 and 1882, is a notable work in the French Romantic orchestral 
repertoire. This symphony is distinctive for its dramatic intensity and lush orchestration, reflecting Lalo's mastery of blending 
melodic invention with rich harmonic textures. The symphony is structured in four movements: Allegro, Andante, Allegro 
Scherzando, and Allegro. The opening Allegro sets the tone with its robust themes and a turbulent yet cohesive development that 
underscores Lalo’s skillful handling of thematic material and orchestral color. The second movement, Andante, offers a lyrical 
contrast, with its plaintive and sweeping melodies that showcase Lalo’s ability to craft poignant, expressive lines. The movement's 
serene character provides a moment of introspective calm amidst the symphony’s otherwise vigorous pace. Following this is the 
Allegro Scherzando, which infuses a lively, playful character into the symphony. This movement is marked by rhythmic vivacity and 
dynamic contrasts, illustrating Lalo's gift for engaging and spirited thematic treatment. The final Allegro brings the symphony to a 
vigorous and triumphant conclusion, reintroducing thematic elements from earlier movements in a climactic and exuberant 
fashion.  
 
Throughout the symphony, Lalo employs a rich orchestral palette, with inventive use of strings, brass, and woodwinds to create a 
vivid and immersive listening experience. The Symphony in G minor demonstrates Lalo’s ability to weave complex textures and 
emotional depth into his music, while also adhering to the classical symphonic form. Although not as frequently performed as 
some of his contemporaries’ works, Lalo’s symphony remains a testament to his compositional prowess and his contribution to 
the French symphonic tradition of the late 19th century. 
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