Igor STRAVINSKY

Apollon Musagete

Igor Fyodorovich Stravinsky (17 June 1882 — 6 April 1971) was a Russian-born composer and conductor whose innovative work
revolutionized 20th-century music. His early musical education was shaped by his father, a celebrated bass at the Mariinsky
Theatre, and his studies at the University of Saint Petersburg, where he initially pursued law. Stravinsky's pivotal encounter with
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, who became his mentor, profoundly influenced his early compositions. The collaboration with
impresario Sergei Diaghilev marked a turning point in Stravinsky's career, leading to his creation of three groundbreaking ballets
for the Ballets Russes: The Firebird (1910), Petrushka (1911), and The Rite of Spring (1913).

The premiere of The Rite of Spring famously incited a riot due to its unconventional rhythms and harmonies, symbolizing a shift in
modernist music. Stravinsky's career is divided into three significant periods. His Russian period (1913-1920) embraced Russian
folk influences and features works like Renard (1916) and Les noces (1923), blending traditional folk elements with modernist
techniques. The neoclassical period (1920-1951) saw Stravinsky incorporating classical forms and themes into his music,
exemplified by pieces such as the Octet (1923) and Oedipus rex (1927). The final serial period (1954—-1968) reflects his adoption of
twelve-tone techniques from the Second Viennese School, with notable works like In Memoriam Dylan Thomas (1954) and
Canticum Sacrum (1956).

Stravinsky's relentless stylistic evolution often perplexed contemporaries, but his adaptability and innovative approaches
significantly impacted modernist music. His exploration of rhythm, form, and harmony influenced a diverse range of composers,
including Aaron Copland, Philip Glass, and Béla Bartok. Stravinsky's legacy was cemented by his recognition as one of the century’s
most influential figures and his comprehensive contributions to both theoretical and practical aspects of music. He passed away in
New York City in 1971, leaving behind a profound and transformative legacy in classical music.

Apollon musageéte (also known as Apollon Musageéte) is a ballet composed by Igor Stravinsky in 1927. It is one of Stravinsky's
major works from his neoclassical period, and it reflects his interest in classical forms and themes while maintaining his innovative
style. The ballet was commissioned by the Paris Opera and was choreographed by George Balanchine, who also designed the
original production. Apollon musageéte is often praised for its elegant fusion of classical and modern elements.

The work is structured in three movements: "Introduction", "Adagio", and "Allegro". Each movement is infused with references to
classical Greek mythology, and the ballet's storyline centers around the god Apollo, who is depicted as the patron of the muses. In
this ballet, Stravinsky combines classical dance forms with his unique harmonic language. The music reflects a clear influence from
the works of composers such as Jean-Philippe Rameau and Christoph Willibald Gluck, while Stravinsky's modern rhythmic and
harmonic innovations infuse the score with a distinctive character. The neoclassical style is evident in the work's clarity, balance,
and formal structure, echoing the clarity of classical aesthetics while pushing the boundaries of traditional music.

Apollon musagete is notable for its refined orchestration and the way it captures the elegance and grace associated with classical
ballet. Stravinsky’s use of traditional forms combined with his own innovative approach created a ballet that was both a tribute to
the classical past and a significant step forward in the evolution of 20th-century music. The work remains a significant contribution
to the ballet repertoire and is a testament to Stravinsky's ability to merge old and new in a compelling and cohesive manner.



