
 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) was one of the most gifted and influential composers in the history of Western music, 
whose work epitomizes the ideals of the Classical era while anticipating the expressive depth of Romanticism. Born in Salzburg, 
Mozart demonstrated extraordinary musical ability from early childhood and was extensively trained by his father, Leopold 
Mozart. His formative years were spent touring Europe, where he absorbed a wide range of musical styles and traditions, including 
Italian opera, German counterpoint, and French elegance. These influences coalesced into a compositional language marked by 
formal balance, melodic clarity, harmonic sophistication, and emotional immediacy. 
 
Mozart’s output encompasses nearly every musical genre of his time, including symphonies, concertos, chamber music, sacred 
works, and operas. His operatic masterpieces, such as Le nozze di Figaro, Don Giovanni, and Die Zauberflöte, reveal his 
unparalleled ability to convey psychological depth and dramatic nuance through music. As an instrumental composer, Mozart 
refined Classical forms with remarkable fluency, expanding the expressive possibilities of the symphony and concerto. His sacred 
music, though written intermittently, reflects a profound understanding of liturgical tradition combined with theatrical 
expressiveness. 
 
During his final years in Vienna, Mozart faced persistent financial instability and declining health, despite a period of intense 
creativity that produced works of extraordinary originality and depth. His involvement with Freemasonry also shaped his 
intellectual and spiritual outlook, reinforcing ideals of moral enlightenment, fraternity, and transcendence. These philosophical 
concerns increasingly informed his late compositions, which often explore themes of fate, redemption, and the human 
relationship to the divine. Mozart’s untimely death at the age of thirty-five cut short a career of unparalleled productivity, yet his 
influence on Western music remains immeasurable, shaping generations of composers and performers. 
 
Mozart’s Requiem in D minor, K. 626, composed in 1791, stands as one of the most powerful and enigmatic works in the choral 
repertoire. Commissioned anonymously by Count Franz von Walsegg as a memorial for his late wife, the Requiem acquired a 
heightened sense of mystery due to Mozart’s failing health and his belief that he was composing the work for his own funeral. At 
the time of his death, Mozart had completed the Introit and Kyrie in full and left extensive sketches for much of the remaining 
Mass, which were later completed by his student Franz Xaver Süssmayr. 
 
The Requiem is set predominantly in D minor, a key Mozart often associated with gravity and drama. From the opening Introit, the 
somber timbre of basset horns and muted strings establishes an atmosphere of solemn reverence. Mozart’s orchestration favors 
darker colors and restrained brilliance, reinforcing the work’s liturgical character. The choral writing alternates between 
contrapuntal complexity and direct homophonic declamation, allowing the sacred text to remain intelligible and expressive. 
 
The Dies irae sequence forms the dramatic heart of the work, portraying the terror of judgment and the plea for mercy through 
urgent rhythms, vivid dynamic contrasts, and expressive harmonic language. In contrast, movements such as the Recordare and 
Lacrimosa offer moments of lyrical introspection and emotional vulnerability. Mozart’s use of counterpoint, particularly in the 
Kyrie, demonstrates his mastery of Baroque techniques while maintaining Classical clarity and balance. 
 
Despite its association with death, the Requiem ultimately conveys a sense of spiritual reconciliation. Later movements, including 
the Sanctus, Benedictus, and Agnus Dei, introduce a more consolatory tone, suggesting hope and transcendence. The final 
Communio recalls the music of the opening Introit, creating a cyclical structure that reinforces the idea of eternal rest. Today, 
Mozart’s Requiem is revered not only as a sacred masterpiece but also as a deeply human work, embodying the composer’s final 
reflections on mortality, faith, and redemption. 
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